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Russell  News  

 

       Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be held at 6.30pm in the vestry at 

St George’s Church Bloomsbury Way on Thurs-

day 18 April 2013.  Friends are welcome to come 

along and listen to our guest speaker and meet 

old and new friends.  After the meeting we will be 

having refreshments and a raffle. 

            Liaison Officer 
Friends of Russell Square are pleased to an-

nounce the return of Camden Parks and Open 

Spaces Liaison Officer, Gabi Howard. One of her  

jobs is to liaise with community groups through-

out the Camden area including Friends of Russell 

Square. 

          The Haunted Square   

The Square has always had a reputation of being 

haunted, with  sightings of holy monks wandering 

in the Square at night. Locals have been report-

ing strange happenings after the attendant has 

locked the gates,  and we notice that some railings 

have been bent to let people through at night. 

          Green, Green, Green 
Russell Square beddings will mostly consist of  

evergreen planting due to council cutbacks and 

lack of available gardeners.  We have a gardening 

club which could help in the summer months by 

buying flowers and planting them on the days we 

have a presence in the Square.                                         

            Coach Trips 2013 
We are pleased to announce that we will be con-

tinuing our summer outings. The committee have 

been overwhelmed by interested members who 

have missed the opportunity of enjoying the com-

pany of other people and also visiting Woburn 

Abbey and Safari Park, and Brighton. 

   Woburn Abbey/Safari Park Thursday June 20  

                Brighton Thursday August 29 

     Times and destination turn to page  2     

 

        Open Squares Weekend 
Open Squares Weekend is on Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 

June.  We will be having activities during the day, 

Punch and Judy, music and other contributions.   

          Queen Square Festival               
The 6 of July is the ever popular Queen Square Festival, 

with live music and fun entertainment from the Mary 

Ward Centre, also acts performed by local groups, ori-

ental children dancers, and face painting.  Don’t forget 

to come and visit our bric-a-brac stall. 

           

 

 

 

 

          The Secret of Number 54 
One of England’s greatest producers who worked with 

Alfred Hitchcock and J. Arthur Rank, who created 

Gaumont British Pictures, and ABC cinemas, lived at 

number 54 Russell Square 1879-1942 (full story page 3). 

              Air Monitoring Station 

We were hoping that information gathered by the moni-

toring station at the back of the Cafeteria would be 

forthcoming to print in the latest Russell News, but un-

fortunately we are unable to get the data.                   

 

           

 

 

 

                          

 

 

                             Life and Death 

                  Pompeii and Herculaneum 

                        British Museum 
The British Museum will be inviting Heads of Groups in 

the Bloomsbury area to have the privilege of seeing the 

latest exhibition on show and meeting members of the 

administration to explain the show.  



Friends of Russell Square 

 c /o  The Café 

 Russell Square Gardens 

 London WC1B 5DQ 

                         - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Officers: 

   Chairman: Nick Riacon - 020 7404 8368 

Vice Chairman:  Len  Phillips 

Treasurer: Paul Tropea at the Café 

Secretary:   Diana Grey 

   Editor of the Newsletter: Nick Riacon  

    Woburn Abbey and Safari Park 
One of our most popular outings is Woburn 

Abbey and Safari Park. Every year we have a 

full coach to enjoy the House and Safari. 

                                June 20 

            Summer Outings 

Each trip costs £12 which includes a com-

plimentary packed lunch. Tickets can be 

purchased from the café, at the AGM, 

our Tuesday marquee or by mail.  The 

coach leaves prompt at 9 am from Bedford 

Way north of Russell Square so don’t be late or 

you will be left behind.   

          Inhalers will not be necessary 

                       
Damaged railings have given easy access to the Square at 

night, Camden will be dealing with the damage.   

                    Members’ Database 
During the summer months of 2012 Friends of Russell 

Square has been busy updating the members’ database 

which has now been completed. 

                               Website  
              www.friendsofrussellsquare.org        
 We now have a website which will be very beneficial to 

members and the many tourists who visit the Square, 

especially in the summer months.  You will be able to 

gain historical information on the connection the Square 

has to the Bloomsbury area, of the residents that lived in 

the Square, and also be informed of happenings and gen-

eral information concerning FoRS, and Camden Parks 

and Open Spaces. 

                  Brighton    August 29  
We have had overwhelming requests to continue 

with another trip to Brighton. Whatever the 

weather Brighton offers a wealth of diversity and 

things to see including the many shopping lanes 

and visiting nearby Hove (many charity shops).       

Chairman’s Message 
2012 to 2013 was not a memorable time for Friends of 

Russell Square, barely anything was happening due to 

the Olympics saga and the extreme weather.  The mem-

bers expressed their disappointment at not being able to 

enjoy the usual trips to Woburn and Brighton, this was 

due to the non-accessibility of the roads around the 

Square. We hope that this year will be better than last 

and that the weather will change for the better for the 

sake of the Cafe and the slowly sinking square. 

                      United Front 
 FoRS have been approached by two newly established 

organizations with the sole purpose of creating a united 

front when dealing with council disputes.  We have in 

the past taken part with such organisations but find we 

are mostly ignored when we express our concerns and 

not given the opportunity to air our point of view. 

Friends of Russell Square have always been an inde-

pendent body and prefers to connect with the local com-

munity and Parks and Open Spaces in a none conflict-

ing way, which our constitution is based on.                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Russell Square 

Established 1996 
FoRS was formed in 1996 to oversee the development of 

the Square, and connect with the establishment and the 

community. We work for the benefit of members, local 

people, tourists and all users of the Square. Where pos-

sible, we promote activities of interest to members. 



              

 

 

 

 

 

THE TAVISTOCK TRUST FOR APHASIA 

                             

The Tavistock Trust was founded by 

Robin, the late Duke of Bedford to help 

fellow stroke victims in need of support.  

                             ———- 

 Stroll in the park & live longer 
City dwellers who stroll in the park eve-

ry day are likely to  be healthier and live  

longer say researchers.   

Strokes can be avoided by taking regular 

exercise and having a healthy diet, anxie-

ty can also bring on strokes . 

    ST GEORGE'S 
B L O O M S B U R Y  W A Y   
T e l  0 2 0 7  2 4 2  1 9 7 9                            

www.stgeorgesbloomsbury.org,uk    
 
The church was recently restored to 
its original splendour created by 
Hawksmoor in 1716 –1731.  
 

 Rector, Rev’d David Peebles 

Bloomsbury Central  

   Baptist Church 
 25 Shaftesbury Avenue,  

  London,WC2H 8EP 

   tel: 020 7240 0544  

   www.bloomsbury.org.uk 

St. Pancras Church  

Upper Woburn Place 
Tel 020 7388 1461 

Website www.stpancraschurch.org  

 

 

Friends of  Russell Square 
Annual General Meeting 

will be held on 

Thursday 18 April 

 St George's Church 

Bloomsbury Way, London WC1 

Entrance, the vestry back of  Church 

  Little Russell Street  

——————— 

Doors open 6. 30 pm 

Meeting starts at 7pm 

Come along and have your say 

Everyone is welcome 

                                  

                  54 Russell Square 
 

Number 54 Russell Square was occupied by Henry Malden, little is known of the occupier, only that he sold 

his property to John Woolf who with his brother James ran independent film distribution and a production 

arm Romulus Films, and brought to the screen, African Queen,  Richard III 1956, Laurence Olivier directed 

and starred in Moulin Rouge, Beat The Devil,  Room At The Top 1959 and Oscar winning Oliver 1968.  John 

Woolf films won a total of 13 Oscars. Charles Moss Woolf  (1879-1942) was born in 54 Russell Square, he  

grew up to become a successful British film distributor and producer who made a fortune by financing, dis-

tributing and exhibiting films after World War 1, including some of Alfred Hitchcock’s first films. Charles in 

1935 resigned from the Gaumont British Picture Corporation and formed the General Film Distribution 

Company. He was credited for introducing J. Arthur Rank into the film industry, who became a successful 

film and cinema promoter, and whose name we are still familiar with to this day. 

St George’s Gardens 

Festival 
27 April 2013 

- - - - - - - 

Live music, live acts 

Punch and Judy 

Refreshments 

- - - - - - -  

Come along and  

enjoy the fun 

http://www.stgeorgesbloomsbury.org,uk/
http://www.bloomsbury.org.uk/


       The Café 

   Russell Square 

 

 Open all year round 

 From seven o’clock in the morning 

 to dusk 

 All Day Breakfast, 
 Snacks, Coffees, Meals 

 Beer & Wine 
 

                                              Tired of cooking?  
   Support your local restaurants. Join Friends’ Eating Out  Club 

 Supported by:                            Camden Council Parks  and Open Spaces Team,  Woburn Abbey, 

                                                            Imperial Hotel Groups Christmas Tree,  Open Squares Weekend Trust   

                    Savoir Faire 

             42 New Oxford Streets 
LONDON 
WC1A1BP 

020 7436 0707 

 Hare & Tortoise 
Noodle Bar 
5-17 Brunswick 
Shopping Centre 
LONDON 

WC1A1AF 
020 7278 4945 

Poppadom Express 
40-42 Woburn place 

   
             The Café  
            Bedford Hotel 
       83-93 Southampton Row 
               LONDON 
             WC1B 4HD 
            020 7636 7822 
 

 

           Holiday Inn 
          Coram Street 
          Bloomsbury 
           WC1N 1HT 
           0870 400 9222 

                                                      The Square 

The cafeteria has had its worst days as far as trade and customers visit-
ing due to erratic weather and lack of activities in the Square. Come and 
enjoy the tranquillity and beauty of Russell Square from the cafeteria 
which has English and continental cuisine and licensed all day every day.   

      M A R C H M O N T  ASSOCIATION 
  Marchmont Street Party 

                                                Saturday 14th September 2013 

                                            12 - 5 pm 

                                                                   Bands, Stalls, Punch & Judy     

                  &                             

               Kenneth William       Children’s Entertainment, Food, etc. 


